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While blacks have played an important role&#151;as explorers, scouts, Indian consorts, soldiers,

cowboys, farmers&#151;in the exploration, conquest, and settlement of the American West, they

have received scant attention from the chroniclers of the pageant of western development.Few of

rodeoÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s early heroes matched the achievements of the black cowboy Bill Pickett, and his

story is recounted here for the first time in book form.Pickett grew up in Texas in the

1880Ã¢â‚¬â„¢s, the child of former slaves, to become nationally famous as the star of the 101

Ranch Wild West Show.Pickett was associated with such western figures as Tom Mix, Will Rogers,

Milt Hinkle, and Lucille Mulhall, and earned a reputation as an all around cowboy of legendary

abilities. His greatest claim to fame is as the originator of steer wrestling, the only rodeo event to the

traced to one individual. Audiences all over the United States, South America, Canada, and England

were amazed to see the &#147;Dusky DemonÃ¢â‚¬Â• fell on thousand-pound steers and bring

them down bite-&#145;em style with his teeth.In spite of a life of incredible physical

daring&#151;afoot and unarmed he once took on an enraged fighting bull in a Mexico City

arena&#151;he lived to age sixty, to die with his boots on in a professional career had been with the

101 Ranch, and his funeral was on the ranchÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s last great events. In recognition of his many

achievements Pickett was elected to the Cowboy Hall of Fame in 1971, the first black cowboy to be

so honored.The author brings together all that is known about Pickett, sorting out the facts and

legends, and un telling the story sheds new light on early-day rodeo and 101 Ranch life.
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Colonel Bailey C. Hanes is the author of Bill Doolin, Outlaw O.T., also published by the University of

Oklahoma Press.

Great book about a very fascinating character in Rodeo and Western History. Still to this day, I am

still surprised that someone has not produced a major motion picture about Bill Pickett. His life's

story transcends racial barriers and will fascinate all Americans, of all ages.

Nice

I was once again pleased with my purchase of a used-in good condition book and very happy with

the service and the product. Bill Pickett was a very interesting man.

This is a great book about a great man. Highly recommended for anyone who wants to learn about

American history, the story is not only about Bill Pickett. It's about America as well, and other

legends such as Will Rogers, Tom Mix and others.
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